THE IRISH TIMES

This page shows the article as it originally appeared in the newspaper. The article itself can be read on the following page.

Dutch
courage

This is the article's web address for reference.

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/archive/2009/0214/Pg138.html#Ar13804

The User may not copy, reproduce, distribute, or create derivative works from the Content without expressly being authorised to
do so by the relevant copyright owner. © Copyright 2013 The Irish Times. All Rights Reserved.

The Irish Times - Saturday, February 14, 2009 - Page 138


http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/archive/2009/0214/Pg138.html#Ar13804

Moorish

palace at
the heart
of Seville

GREAT HOLIDAY
A consists of a
collection of sensory

experiences that will linger
in the memory forever:
arresting vistas and alien
architecture, the warm sun
caressing our unaccustomed
Irish skin, an unfamiliar
culture assaulting our ears
and the tantalizing tastes of
an exotic cuisine.

Sometimes the most vivid
experiences of all are
olfactory, as the unique
smells of a destination
linger long after we leave
for home. A recent visit to
the fragrant gardens of the
magnificent Alcizar, in
Seville, will remain locked in
my sensory memory bank.

This royal palace, whose
name comes from the
Arabic for castle, Is at the
heart of this magnificent
Spanish city; lts upper
apartments are still used by
the country’s roval family.
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A fortified building was
constructed on this site by
the Moorish people of the
Almohad dynasty, who
over-ran Spain from their
north African base in the
13th century. Today’s
building was commissioned
by King Pedro the Cruel of
Castille in the 14th century.
He used Moorish workers to
incorporate beautiful and
distinetly Islamic desizn
features into every aspect of
the palace and its gardens,
rendering it one of the best
remaining examples of
Mudejar architecture.

The tranguil walled
gardens, with their soothing
fountains and exquisite
pavilions, are filled with
overwhelmingly lovely
SCents. & warm summer
breeze will waft tantalising
perfumes from vibrant
blooms and shady citrus
trees, making vou forget the
bustle of the modern city
just bevond the walls.

Itis a place that often
invades my daydreams,
soothing the senses on a wet
and blustery Irish day.

M Real Alcdzar de Sevilla,
Patio de Banderas, Seville,
00-34-954-502324,

www patronato-
alcazarsevillaes

B Do you know of a hidden
gem? E-mail us at
ao@irishtimes.cam

The Irish Times - Saturday, February 14, 2009 - Page 138



